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Computers are everywhere, but fewer schools teach computer science than ten years ago. 
Girls and minorities are severely underrepresented, while industry demands for skilled 
programmers vastly outpaces the number of graduates in computer science programs, 
nationwide. In response, Surry County Schools joined with schools across the country to 
celebrate the National Computer Science Education Week. 
  
On Monday December 7, 2015, Mr. Lucas Gillispie, Surry County Schools Director of 
Academic and Digital Learning, was invited along with 14 other educators, policy 
makers, and industry leaders from around the nation to participate in the first ever 
Computer Science Tech Jam at the White House in Washington, D.C..  These 
representatives were brought together to generate ideas for advancing computer science 
in schools, especially the K-6 area.  The event was part of Computer Science Education 
Week 2015 - December 7-13. 
  
Participants were organized into teams and charged with brainstorming new and 
innovative ideas to advance computer science in education, particularly in elementary 
grades.  Teams consisted of educators, programmers from Microsoft and Google, 
university representatives from MIT, Cornell, and Rutgers, and developers of cutting-
edge products such as Magic Leap, Sphero, and Raspberry Pi.  Everyone invited to attend 
brought many incredible talents to the groups and worked together to generate ideas on 
products throughout the day. 
  
In advance of Computer Science Education Week 2015, the White House and the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy re-issued a call to public and private sector partners 
from districts across the country to commit to doing more to provide students with access 
to computer science.  Organizations can get involved by making a commitment to expand 
access for more students to computer science education by investing in teachers, 
improving tools, and bringing programs to students in diverse communities across the 
United States. 
 
Mr. Gillispie, who joined the district in July of 2014, is spearheading this commitment in 
Surry County Schools by partnering with elementary schools across the district to 
participate in the annual Hour of Code event.  The Hour of Code, organized by the 
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nonprofit, Code.org, is a global event that challenges students to spend at least one hour 
of time learning computer programming and coincides with the annual Computer Science 
Education Week.  Supported by partners such as Microsoft, Apple, Google, and Amazon, 
the program has reached tens of millions of students in over 180 countries. 
 
“We hope that events like Hour of Code provide the foundation upon which we can begin 
building a pathway for our students who are interested in becoming future programmers,” 
says Mr. Gillispie.  “Students are excited and engaged by the possibilities of coding.  
Sparking their interest now can open up a wide variety of future career possibilities for 
them.” 
 
Students at Franklin, Shoals, Mountain Park, Flat Rock, Westfield, Pilot Mountain 
Elementary, Dobson, and others participated in this year’s Hour of Code event.  At 
Copeland Elementary, Media Coordinator, Rebecca Bennett organized the event.  “Every 
one of the 320 students at Copeland Elementary joined in on the largest learning event in 
history,” says Mrs. Bennett, “It’s about engagement, empowerment, and teamwork!” 
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